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MILITARY APPALKG AbD PUBLIC SROUATTY 


MAJOH GENBRAL TRAN HAI PHUNG ON CITY'S ARMED + ORDERS 
to Chk Minh City (IN JAM in Vietnamese 13 Jan 61 pp i, 6 


[article by Major General fran Hal Phung, commander of the People's Armed Forces 
of Ho Chi Minn City, on the occasion of the receiving of 4 basket of flowers fros 
the acting president of the country: “lhe Armed Foroes of the City Rev the 
Eee the 
Arnay” 


2: 


[ext] In recent years, continuing to uphold the revolutionary nature and the 
deterained to win tradition of the heroic Vietnamese People's Army, the People's 
Armed forces of Ho Uhi Minh City, under the direct leadership of the city party 
committee and the party committee of the command of Military Region 7 and admist 
the love and care of the people, have undergone continuous growth, recorded many 
Outstanding achievements in the various areas of their work, been awarded the 
“Best Unit” Banner by the command of Military Region 7 for 4 years in a row and 
had the honor of being presented with a basket of flowers by the acting president 
ia eariy 1981. 


During the past 2 years, in the emulation spirit of being determined to triumph 

over the Chinese expansionist, aggressor army, the People's Armed forces of 

Ho Chi Minh City have successfully carried out the major campaign to “display the 

fine nature and increase the fighting strength” of the People's Armed Forces, which 
was launched by the Party Jecretariat and the Central Military Party Committee. All 

of the armed forces of the city have undergone a strong change in their stand, 

will to fight, organization, discipline and ability to take action, thereby exceliently 
completing every task assigned to them by the upper echelon and being evaluate4 as 
one of the leading units in the major campaign of the armed forces of Military Aegion 
7. 


in the revoiutionary-offensive spirit, the units of the armed forces within the city, 
from the regular force troops to the local troops, militia and self-defense forces, 
thoroughly implemented every directive and resolution and launched the campaign in 

an intense spirit tilled with confidence ani determination. Every cadre and soldier 
has understood the situation and tasks of the country, been clearly aware of the 
scheme of the enem, and has been conscious of their own tasks, consequently, they 
constantly forged themselves and placed themselves in a high state of combat readiness. 


With this high state of combat readiness, the armed forces of Ho Chi Minh City 
created a comprehensive strength for themselves and completed, with high quality, 
their tasks of bullding the armed forces so that they are ready to fight and maintain 














politioal seourlty and social order and safety, studying, treining and participating 
in productive labor in order to laprove living conditions while completing many 
emergency tasks. 


Looking back over the 2 years of the aeajr campaign, it can be said that the armed 
foroes of the city have virtually achieved the five objectives of the campaign. 


Determination, #11) and Diselpiine 


In the face of the fact that the Chineve capansloniete, although heavily defeated 
in thele two ware of aggression against Vietnam, are still constantly scheming to 
sabotage and annex our country, the cadres and soldiers of the city's armed forces 
were 100 peroent ready .) accept tasks on the frontline and always displayed a 
high spirit of revolutionary vigilance while combating every psychological warfare 
argument of the enemy and actively mobilising and teaching the masses to fulfill 
their task of protecting the fatherland's security. 


Duriig the past 2 years, marked progress has been made in complying with the code 

of discipline, especially in 1980, a year during which disciplinary infractions 
declined to their lowest level ever and declined more as the end of the year approached. 
In the movement to study the example set by the two heroes Dinh [rong Lich and Le The 
Bul, very many good examples of the virtues of honesty, the spirit of devoted service 

to the people and the spirit of protecting the material-technical bases of the 
collective and state emerged among cadres and soldiers. More ami more positive 

factors emerged, thereby helping to sold the new socialist man within units ani 


significantly repulse negative phenomena. 


In early June 1980, in compliance with the directive from the Ministry of National 
Defense, the armed forces of tne city intensely responfed to the “entire army acts 
in accordance with orders” movenent. fhe units in the regular forces, the support 
agencies and the combat militi* and self-defense forces umierwent a change in their 
thinking and actions. Organigetion and discipline have been improved through 

the implementation of internal rules, regulations and orders. Cadres ani soldiers 
have displayed an exemplary style and exemplary virtues in their daily lives as 
well as in their contacts with agencies, sass organisations and the people. ly 

the 4th quarter of 1960, many units had put an end to desertions and disciplinary 
infractions both within and outside the unit. Many units that were once weak and 
deficient in their regular force procedures and troop management became good units 
and deserving of e:thusiasm is that, through the implementation of joint ministry 
directive 01 (the Ministry of Interior-the Ministry of National Defense), the 

armed forces and the public security forces strengthened their unity and cooperation 
in their work, studies and daily activities, thereby creating an effective strength 
to be employed in the task of maintaining the security, order ani safety of the 


city. 
Organization and Ability To Act 


in the 2 years of carrying out the sajor campaign, the People's Armed Forces of 
Ho Chi Minh City carried out more than 50 activity movements and slogans of action 
in ail basic units, thereby reflecting the diversity, liveliness and increasingly 
smooth coordination in the performance of the two political tasks in keeping with 
the forward momentum of the movement. 





bith very high determination, tne allitary command of the city atrengtnened tne 
organisation of the unite within the various elements of the military when many 
onanges ooourred in the situation, especially during the time when tne Chinese arn. 
was committing aggression along our northern border and we began to carry out our 
international task regarding Kampuchea. After establishing the framework of a 
division for the military region and sending two regiments to perform their 
international task, the troop strength of the regular forces was rapidly supplemented 
and balanced in terms of both quality and quantity and thelr organisation was 
atrengthened., Nearly 5OO young cadres were inducted into the officers corps. The 
percentage of party nembers hae increased from 1? percent to 38.7 percent of total 
troop strength, thereby insuring the party's direct, comprehensive and absolute 
leadership within the arwed forces. he vast majority of these cadres are party 
meabers who have matured under the guideline of using changes within the corps 

of cadres to stimulate continuous change within the unit. 


The Military Administration Sehool of the city command has held 10 elementary and 
advanced training clarses for 1,927 ward and village unit non-commissioned officers 
and cadres and 3} training classes for 560 agency and enterprise self-defense cadres 
and commanders. in addition, the precincts and districts have held a total of 33 
training classes for 1,474 rural and street self-defense cadres and soldiers. This 
represents a major effort t create sources of young cadres who show prospects and 
can develop in a manner consistent with the requirements of the city's local military 
work. 


in conjunction with strengthening and developing the regular forces, the street, 
rural, agency, enterprise, school, hospital and other militia and self-defense forces 
have grown rapidly, especially since the issuance of the general mobilization order 
and the decision of the government to militarize all the people. jhe city has 
estaulished 27 regiments managing militia and self-defense forces in more than 

yO battalions and hundreds of nucleus self-defense companies and platoons and 
corcentrated self-defense companies and platoons; local troops have served as the 
nucleus of the military training movement at installations. To date, militia and 
self-defense forces constitute 6.4 percent of the city's population, thus exceeding 
the norm set forth by the military region. Practically all of the militia and 
self-defense forces have received basic military and political training and more 

than 95 percent of the total number of units have completed maneuvers in their local 
defense plans. The unified military commands on the various echelons have maintained 
their operations and have veen playing a good role in guiding and performing local 
military work. 


Over tne past 2 years, the regular force troops, local troops and militia and self- 
defense forces have maintained combat readiness well in the various areas and 

at each of their positions and nave closely coordinated with the people's public 
security force in thwarting schemes t commit sabotage, in pursuing the enemy and 

in resolving many social ills, thereby constantly maintaining the political security, 
order and safety of the city. 


The city’s armed forces also completed their training task with increasingly high 
quality. The regular force units successfully completed the marksmanship classes 
from level A to level D; Determined To Win Battalion Number 1, the Gia Dinh Regiment 











and the 105 Millimeter Artillery Company of the 10th Regiment participated in combined 
branch maneuvers conducted by the military region that involved the firing of Live 
ammunition and achieved good results. In the various determined to win allitary 
exercises of the city and the military region, the armed forces of the city recorded 
high earks and were evaluated a5 one of the best temined unite of the military 


region. 


Along with performing tneir most important jobs, the military agencies on the 

various echelons nave served as the ~om>oetent etaff of the local party committee 
echelons in the annual military draft. Aaltnough a large number of experienced 

cadres had to be transierred to perform other tasks, the corps of newly trained 
cadres, displaying a high spirit of responsibility and immersing themselves in the 
movement, brought renewed strength to the city and successfully completed the military 
recruiting tasks of the past 5 years. 





Tne Army and the People Jwharing the Jame Will 


This is a strongpolnt of the movement. che unity, closeness and working coordination 
between the armed forces and tne departments, sectors, mass organizations and the 
people created a combined strength in iocal military activities. ‘he people becane 
a source of strong inspiration to the armed forces of the city in the completion of 
each of their tasks. In the 2 years 1979 and 1980, in such revolutionary action 
povements as “for the frontline of tne fatherland,” “all the people carry out the 
army's rear area policies well,” “all the people care for the armed forces” and 

so forth, the various sectors and c.rcles of the city worked millions of mandays 

to establish a fund to support the front and care for the armed forces. More than 
500,000 of these mandays were spent building and completing the city's defense 

and security project, a project which involved the excavation of more than 1 million 
cubic meters of dirt. The mass organizations and people of the city gave troops 
more than 30 tons of fruit on the various holidays and Tets and organized delegations 
to visit units and hospitals. Mo>* significant were the activities conducted by 

the Women's Union, the Blders’ and teenagers and children. 


In response to this, the city's armed forces expressed their « ort by upholding 
the right of collective ownership of tne people, taking the inituative in coordinating 
in every job and setting good examples of Uncle Ho's troops, thereby creating an 
increasingly close relationship with and firm confidence in them on the part of the 
government, mass organizations and the people. [he units that went into the field 
and stationed their troops in localities have regularly performed civilian 
proselyting work well by helping the people in production, participating in the 
water conservancy and sanitation movements, conducting cultural, literary and art 
activities and accelerating the establishment of brotherhoods with agencies and 
schools. ihe city's armed forces donated more than 100,000 dong in wages and 

60 tons of grain acquired through saving to help the compatriots in the northern 
provinces that were hit by natural disasters. The regular force troop units served 
as the nucleus of the movement to militarize the people at more than 900 agencies 
and enterprises and militia and self-defense units in the 18 precincts and districts 
of the city. 


The city’s armed forces achieved their objectives regarding international solidarity 
well. Cadres and soldiers constantly displayed a high spirit of pure international 








solidarity with the soviet Union, the fraternal socialist countries and, in 
partioular, with Lace and \ampuchea and were ready to accept their international 
Lana. 


The armed forces of the city intensified tneir effort to achieve seif-aufficiency 
in food production and nelp to build t1e country's economy. They cleared and put 
inte production 12,460 hectares of land, harvested 569 tons of grain of various 
types and 356 tons of green vegetables, produced 99 tons of pork, fish and so forth. 
Cadres and soldier. constantly displayed a high spirit of collective ownership by 
protecting public property, practicing frugality in the use of maw materials 

and supplies and making their own equipment and supplies for training, work, 
production and combat readiness, thereby saving the state hundreds of thousands of 
dong. 


The “display the tive nature, increase tne fighting strength” of the army campaign 
was & success, thereby marking one stage in the growth of the People's Armed forces 
of the city. Some 21 units were awarded banners and commendations. The best 

among them were the Gia Dinh ist Regiment, the wilitary unit of the 4th Precinct, 
the military unit of Hoe Mon District, the political office of the command, the 
self-defense unit of the Public Health Technical Middle School and the public health 
unit of the Saigon-Muong Man Rail Line. Some 83 cadres and soldiers were recognized 
as “Determined To Win Soldiers” and 692 cadres and soldiers were recognized as 
“Emulation warriors.” 


trom tne living realities of the determined to win emulation movement conducted 
during the past 2 vears ty the armed forces of Ho Chi Minh City, we can learn several 
good lessons in leadership and guidance, lessons to which the city party committee 
and command have always adhered: 


hey include the lesson in will, determination, revolutic «ry-offensive spirit, 
trust and responsiniiity to the party and the people. The People's Armed Forces 
of the city have not only been unswerving in the face of changes in the country's 
situation, but have also always been alert and ready to overcome every difficulty 
in order tc grow. 


.hey include the lesson in the spirit of scrupulously complying with directives and 
resolutions, adhering to one's task, immersing oneself in the movement and, on this 
basis, being very creative and boldiy bringing about the new in order to change 

the situation in a positive direction and achieve high efficiency in the performance 
of tasks. 


they include the lesson in achieving a combined strength in local military activities, 
widely and closely uniting with every sector and circle, seeking the leadership of 

the party, gradually overcoming difficulties and charging forward. This lesson was 
verified in detail in the military recruiting campaign, the movement to build the 
local forces and the movement to implement the army's rear area policies. 


they include the lesson in practicing self-reliance ani overcoming the difficulties 
and shortages that exist in view of the overall circumstances of the country in order 
to take the initiative in building strong units and meeting the requirements of 

tasks in the new situation of the revolution. 
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They include tne lesson in the style and methods of leadership of the party 

comal tee echelon, the command echelon and cadres of always being thorough and 
precise, of upholding the right of collective ownership of unite and of mobilising 
new strength and regularly ourturing the movenent, 


correctly evaluating their achievements over the past 2 years in the major campaign 
and realizing their weaknesses in the recent past, the People's Armed Forces of the 
city are even more clearly aware of their weighty responsibility of continuing to 
improve the quality of their effort *» meet the five objectives, forging their will 
ard strength, maintaining nigh combat ceadiness in verme of both forces and battle 
position and being determined to excellently complete every task assigned by the 


party and the army. 


with the enthuclasm of the entire party, the entire army and all our people over 
the Lmplementation o1 the new -onstitution of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam as 
we begin the third 5-year plan and await an important event for the country, the 
_th Wational Party Congress, the People's Armed Forces of Ho Chi Minh City are 
displaying even greater revolutionary heroism and making every effort to fulfill 
thelr task of protecting the city that bears the name of the revered Uncle Ho, 
therevy making themselves forever worthy of being the heroic forces of the heroic 
city. 


January 1981 


7809 
030, 4209/210 


MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF NGHIA BINH BORDER DEFENSE TROUPS NOTED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 2 Mar 81 p 3 


[Article by Pham Xuan Luc: "Celebrating the 22nd Tradition Day of the Border 
Detense Troops: The Strong Featuresof the Nghia Binh Border Defense Troops" | 


[Text | During 2 years of carrying out the campaign to “Develop the fine qualities 
and i:crease the fighting strength,” the armed forces of Nghia Binh Province have 
created for the border defense troops additional strength with which to outstand- 
ingly fulfill their mission of protecting the security of the coasts and islands. 
The chairman of the Nghia Binh party committee praised the border defense troops 
as follows: “Every border defense outpost is worthy of being a reliable pillar of 


support of the party and the governmental administrations in the villages within 
the border defense area of operations.” 


The outstanding features of the bomier defense troops of Nghia Binh Province are 
the construction of a strong defensive position in the coastal area and good per- 


formance of the task of campaigning for the masses to participate in maintaining 
security. 


The border defense troops of Nghia Binh have broken up dozens of attempts to flee 
by sea and robberies at sea, and have smashed many counter-revolutionary and 
psychological warfare activities and attempts to criticize cadres and incite the 
masses. Dogens of strange boats and people passing through the border defense 
som and not conforming to regulations were detained and carefully inspected, and 
were dealt with properly, in accordance with border defense regulations. 


Here the border defense troops have ample combat facilities and defend and patrol 
on shore and at sca. They attained good results in more than 150 coordinated 
maneuvers on the scale of villages or combat clusters. Especially, in comparison 
to previous years, in 1960 100 percent of the border defense posts outstandingly 
fulfilled their military and professional training and political s udy tasks, and 
70 percent of them attained the “skilled” category. In their campaigning for the 
masses to maintain security, the Nghia Binh border defense troops selected thou- 
sands of work teams, held 300 classes to teach the people the security maintenance 
regulations and consciousness of vigilance, and trained 500 public security cadres 
and thousands of militiamen in tactics, techniques, and professional matters 
regarding the maintonance of security and the use of the various kinds of infantry 
weapons. The people provided tens of thousands of bits of information, more than 


80 percent of which were valuable, and contributed notably to the work and combat 
of the border defense troops. 

















We visited border defense post 614, an outstanding unit in the major campaign, at 
a time when the post and the district military and public security organs were 
isolating experiences regarding the pursue and arrest sea robbers, one of the 
“outstanding feats of arma” which demonstrated hieh combat effectiveness and 
ability to develop the strength of the masses to win quick victory. That inoident 
occurred late at night, when there were strong winds and high waves. After pursu- 
ing them for 4 hours, the border defense troops and militia captured a gang of sea 
robbers. 


We examined the diary of the border uviense post. The duty officer fully recorded 
the day's events. The next day, in a combined report, the commander of the border 
defense post made observations and recorded incidents and acts that had been con- 
firmed, and matters that must be carried out be subjected to continued study. 
Every week and every month there are specific plans for each task, so that one 
task will not interfere with others and to avoid the situation of concentrating on 
immediate tasks but “owing” other tasks. 


When I arrived at the border defense post on Nhan Chau Island I saw Captain Thai 
Dinh Tu, the post commander, inspecting some training equipment. Beside him were 
comrades Nguyen Van Dan, Van Ngoc Minh, and “om ven Binh Khiem, who were diligently 
supplementing the lessons. The post comm « id, “Every year, training has been 
impeded because we have made the excuse « veing busy, we lacked study equipment, 
and the men were scattered about. This). we are making advance preparations 
in all ways so that when we begin training «. will not be confused.” 


In order to attain permanent work results, what should be done so that all the men 
can study? I asked the post commander. Post commander Tu happily replied, “We 
take turns studying. Then we return to train at our positions. We take exams 

for all subjects we study. By the specific acts, and by asking the cadres and men, 
I learned that there were no superficial exams merely for form's sake. When the 
exams are given, provincial training cadres arrive to organize them and assure 
regulations. 


We visited a number of other units and noted an enthusiastic, atmosphere of 
achieving accomplishments to celebrate the border defense troops’ tradition day on 
3 March and urgently continue the campaign. 


At border defense post 618, I was informed by comrade Le Viet Dung, a member of 
the district party committee and secretary of the party committee of Hoai Huong 
Village, and by comrade Nguyen Duy Kim, deputy chairman of the village committee, 
who was visiting the post, that the people of Hoai Huong Village truly regard the 
border defense post as a strong pillar of support. The people regard the post's 
cadres and men as members of their families. 


The vice chairman of the village party committee told a story about the border 
defence post contributing hundreds of work days to putting the port areas in order 
so that they could meet specifications and be clean and cool. The border defense 
post also contributed labor and materials to build new houses for five families of 
war dead. The post also made great contrivuticns in educating and reforming 
Wayward youths, so that they could become good people. As regards the locality, 
the villaze organized a soldiers' mothers’ association to help the troops fulfill 
their missions. Every hamlet has a people's security team to perform all tasks 








and work with the border defense post to maintain seourity in the home area, At 
pont Gis, the men remember the mon remember the merit of Nguyen Hanh, of Hamlet 
No 7, Thach Bi Billage, who cleverly led the enemy into the ambush position of th 
border defense troops; Le On who, when he heard that the men were going to sea to 
pureve bandits at night and when a cold win was blowine, volunteered to steer the 
boat; and the examples set by Mr. Ngan, the young mn Dung, and Mr. Lai, who 
Vigilantly detained suspicious strangers and informed the border defense post; and 
then three men Minh, Long, and Thanh, from the Port sub-precinet in QUY NHON, who 
as midningt reported to the post that a group of people who intended to flee by 
sea were gathering at the fish wharf. 


As they enter the 198] training year the border defense troops of Nghia Binh, with 
their accomplishments during the recent period, are continuing to advance, overcome 
difficulties, and attain better results in carrying out the major campaigns. 


5616 
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MILITARY APPAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


IMPROVEMENT OF MILITARY TRAINING QUALITY URGED 
Hanoi QUAN DOL NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 25 Feb 81 p 3 
lArticle by Major General Van Phacs “Improve the Quality of Military Training" | 


[Text | The enterprise of defending the homeland in the new period demands that our 
army be developed into a powerful revolutionary people's army which has an inoreas- 
ingly higher leve) of professionaliom and modernity and ic always ready to fight 
and win victory. Our army must have ample numbers, and especially must have high 
quality, in order to have great combat strength and defeat all enemies no matter 
from whence they come. 


The over-all quality of the army depends on many factors, among which the military 
level plays a key role. The military level is manifested in the troops’ technical 
and tactical abilities, the cadres’ organization and command skilis, etc. High 
military standards and strong military skills can exist only when there is good 
military training. 


Military training is a key central task of our army in both peacetime and wartime. 


At present, the Beijing expansionists and hegemonists, in league with the U.S. in- 
perialists, are carrying out armed provocations and insidious acts of saboyage of 
many kinds against our country, and are continually preparing for new military 
adventures, in omer to commit aggression against and annex our country and all of 
the Indochinese Peninsula. In view of that situation, in order to fulfill the re- 
quirement of stontly defending the socialist homeland our army must have the neces- 
sary numbers, with many branches and combat arms equipped with modern weapons and 
facilities. Therefore, military training is even more urgent and has new, very 
demanding requirements. 





Military training must be made a priority mission and must be regarded as a combat 
mission, for military training has no other objective than to win victory. All 
units must strictly carry out their training orders, plans, and programs with high 
quality. Training orders and programs have a legal nature, and training quality is 
the yaristick for measuring the results of training. In order to attain good qual- 
ity in training it is necessary to closely combine the training field with the 
battlefield, and to train in all respects in order to continually strengthen the 
troops’ surperior ability to win all battles. That is a manifestation of the 
strictest, most absolute carrying out of the supreme order from the homeland to 

the armed forces: defeat the aggressor troops on the homeland's front line. 
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When the party committees and the commanders undergo a strong transformation in 
consciousness and always correctly affirm the importance of training in organiua- 
tion and action, the time set aside for training cannot arbitrarily reduced beoa) 
of the other requirements, and the training time stipulated by the plan will 
receive priority and be rationally arranged. 


When the party committees and the commanders are truly conoerned with training and 
enter deeply into leading and organising, and seek all ways to improve the quality 
of training, it is certain that they oan take the initiative in drafting specific 
plans, invest effort in equipping the training fields, preduce the m 8 needed 
for training, and do away with “uninspired” training and poorly planned, super- 
ficial training. 


The people directly engaged in the training, the time set aside for training, and 
the materiale and facilities required for training are three conditions which 
directly affect the quality of training. Strong efforte and the good resolution of 
those contradictions will create a good, realistic basis for improving the quality 
of each study hour, each subject, and each training phase, as well as the entire 
training course. 


The party committees’ investment of leadership in fulfilling their military train- 
ing mission also fulfills a foremost political mission of our army at present. If 
the commanders at the various echelons manifest a strong sense of responsibility 
and endeavor to do a good job of training troops they will also fulfill one of 
their most important functions: increasing the unit's fighting strength. 


If all echelons concentrate on entering deeply into organizing and commanding in 
order to attain high quality in training and victoriously fulfill all training nmis- 
sions they will rapidly increase the fighting strength of each unit and of the arny 
as a whole, and assure continuous combat readiness and that when the enemy arrive 
they are attacked and defeated immediately. 
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MILITARY AFPPALRS AND PUBLIC SpCURITY 


ARMY EDITORIAL GALLS POR FULFILLMENT OF 198] TRAINING MISSION 
Hanoi QUAN DOT NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 2 Mar 6) pp 1,4 
[Mditerial: "“Wictoriously Pulfill the 1981 Training Mission" | 


\ Text] The enterprise of defending the homeland is posing for our army a very 
glorious and difficult mission: developing into a powerful professional 
revolutionary army which has strong fighting stre and is prepared to fight and 
defeat enemy ageresoors under all circumstances. troops’ fighting stre 
sulte from many factors, among which the level of organization and command of the 
cadres and the technical-tactical level of the enlisted men ocoupy every iaportant 
positions. In assuring that the troops may have good command and combat skills, 
and be capable of fulfilling the combat missions assigned them, military training 
plays a decisive role. 











last year, the military training task was carried out comprehensively and in cor- 
rect accordance with the guidelines, ani attained good results. The combat strength 
and level of combat readiness of the armed forces were clearly improved. But the 
results that were attained did not correspond to the requirements and capabilities. 
That situation demands that the training task must be carried out with higher qual- 
ity. 


On the basics of evaluating the 1960 training situation, the Ministry of Defense 
has issued the 1961 military training orders. The orders clearly point out the 
training directions, missions, and contents, and matters regarding guidance during 
the new training year. Strictly obeying those ormflers is the responsibility of ail 
cadres and men of the units, combat arms, armed forces branches, and the various 
categories of troops, and is an extremely important condition for improving the 
quality of the armed forces and meeting the requirements of combat readiness ani 
combat. 


The quality of training is the combined result of the efforts in many regards of 
all cadres and men and of all echelons and sectors. First of all, it is affected 
by the drafting and management of training plans. Once there are correct tmining 
directions and missions, the drafting of correct training plans ani the tight 
mrnagement of those plans are conditions which directly determine the success of 
training. Training plans can be regarded as correct only when they clearly 
manifest the military line and thought of the party, when the training directions 
and missions are appropriate to the specific situations and missions of the units, 
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when they manifeset the basic, all-round training Siogans and are aystematic and 
unified, and when they closely combine training with combat readiness aml closely 
combine training with ai) other tasks, Thetraining plans must meet the training 
requirements of the cadres, enlisted men, detachments, ete., amd must pay especial 
attention to trmining cadres and to training technical organs and personnel alory 
the lines of combined combat by combat arms and armed forces branches, and the 
eoordimation of the various categories of troops in people's war to defend the hom 
homeland, They must assure the maising of the over-all levels of the command 
oadres and organs at the various echelons and assure that the troops flexibly 
apply the various ‘lgehting methods and expertly use and maintain well all types of 
modern weapons and equipment, inorease consciousness of organisation and disei- 
pline, and strictly observe the state laws and army orders. 


Training omfers must be regarded as laws which all military personnel must obey 
absolutely. The commanders must exercise tight management and organise resolute 
implementation, and the organs at the various echelons and the sectors must coordi - 
nate harmoniously, to assure that the training program is fulfilled with regarmi to 
both quantity and quality. 


The quality of training depends principally on the level of the command cadres and 
organs. Therefore, it is necessary to intensify the training of commanders and 
staff organs, get on-the-job study by cadres onto the right track in accordance 
with a unified program tha’ ic compulsory for all echelons. The principal measure 
in strengthening cadres ic to combine short-term training with regular training in 
the course of actual work, strengthen practical on-the-job training, and by means 
of such training ard practice reise the organigation, command, training, ami troop 
management levels of the commanders and the professional levels of the organs. Aji) 
cadres must be truly exemplary in training themselves, in directly training troops, 
and in correctly observing the principles of “the ypper echelon teaches the lower 
echelon” and “the commander teaches the unit.” Only thereby can the cadres of 
each echelon fulfill their responsibilities, and enable training in the unit to 
undergo a strom transformation and attain good results. 


The unit with good training always know how to tightly manage the number of troops 
and the training time, organize training meticulously and specifically, carefully 
prepare training materials, and continually improve teaching and study methods. 
The quality of training is manifested in the results of each subject, training 
session, and student, which combine to form the over-all quality of the unit, and 
not merely in a few good students or subjects. It is also especially necessary to 
oppose training which pursues artificial accomplishments and is unrealistic. No 
matter what the circumstances, it is necessary to go all-out to prepare training 
fields and study materials, firmly grasp each student and training hour, assure 
that a large number of troops undergo training and a large number of training days 
and hours, and assure that all cadres, enlisted men, and units are able to study 
and train in correct accordance with the contents and stipulated times, and attain 
good quality. We absolutely must avoid “uninspired” study and study that is not 
prepared and is urrealistic, the arbitrary watering-down of the training program, 
or the arbitrary use of troops and training time for other tasks. 


Strictly carrying out the training orders, the entire army is resolutely advancing 
into the new training year. The party committees and commanders at the various 
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eehelons are Gonee:. trating on guiding and managing the training apparatus, endeav- 
oring to improve their work styles, closely monitoring the base level, directly 
overnecing, surpervieing, eulding, and acsiating the lower echeions to overcone 
difficulties and create ail necessary conditions ‘or, along with the unite, omgan- 


ising the victorious implementatior °* s!) tratetee contents and programs that are 
set torth, 
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MILITARY APPALRS AND PUBLIC SMOURTTY 


ACTIVITIES OF MILITARY REGION | MILITIA REGOUNTED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 27 Feb 6. p 2 


[Article by Huy Tuong: “In Mili Region 1, Self-Defense Militia Do Good Job of 
Combining Development and Combat") 


[Text] The General Staff of Military Region 1 has held a conference to evaluate 
the resulte of the development and combat of the self-defense militia in 1980, and 
also to explain the force development and combat directions and missions for 131. 


last year, under the conditions of having to concentrate on overcoming the aftere! - 
fects of enemy attacks and natural disasters in many places in the military region, 
the localities have made many efforts, overcome difficulties, resolutely guided the 
development and coxbat of the self-defense militia, and attained good results. 


The localities have ruppiemented the combat plans at the village level and read- 
justed a number of combat clusters in order to be appropriate to the combat condi- 
tions and the comm. level of the cadres. The task of building comprehensively 
strong self-defenc. militia units, especially the self-defense tases along the 
border, received appropriate attention. Many localities have done a good job of 
consolidating and strengthening the forward tattlefield positions of the self- 
defense militia, urging the entire population to participate in building a fence 
along the border, and mobilizing the rear-echelon self-defense tases to contribute 
labor and materials to the front line in omer to effectively build a fence alonm 
the border. 


last year, in the localities the self-defense militia also cooperated closely with 
the people's public security forces and the regular troops and did a good job of 
maintaining political security and social order. Many units promptly annihilated 
or captured commando and reconnaissance groups which infiltrated to launch surprise 
attacks and commit sabotage, thus asocuring local safety. The self-defense militia 
operated independentiy, stopped hundreds of attempts to illegally flee by sea, and 
confiscated dogenr of weapons, ;hundreds of kilos of explosives, and thousands of 
rounds of ammunition of the various kinds. Cao Loc District in lang Son Province 
discovered many reactionary nests and groups which infiltrated the border, and con- 
fiscated many weapons from reactionaries and gangs involved in illegal livelihoods. 


The self-defense militia in some localities played and exemplary, assault role in 
production labor, contributed to maintaining production in the border area, and 
limited the damage caused by the enemy and by storms and floods. 
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In addition to mobilising the self-defense militia, preparing to fight, and fight- 
ims, Military Hegion 1 is alway) concerned with guiding and directing the locali- 
tiles in Carrying out Whe tuck of bullding self-defense militia forces of inoreas~- 
ingly higher quality. The corpe of cadres ofthe self-defense bases throughout the 
military region hae been etrengthened. The patio of young, healthy party members, 
Youth Uuion members, and demoblilsed al.itary personnel with combat experience 
supplementing the corps of cadres is increasingly higher. 


In 1980 the military training of the self-defense militia was meticulously organi- 
sed ami attained good results. Some ‘soalities paid attention to conducting 
mneuvers in accordance with the combat plans. 


In the course of developing and training in order to raise their combat level, the 
self-defense militia throughout the military region underwent a clear transfor- 
mtion. For 1961, Military Region 1 has determined directions ani missions for the 
development and combat activities of the self-<defense militia forces, ani for 
reorganiaing the celf-defense militia forces so that they can be appropriate to the 
requirements of combat to defend the locality. The local units pay attention to 
bullding omall unite in each cooperative and production unit, to assure that 
wherever the enemy go there will be forces to effectively fight them. At the same 
time, they are inoreasing their vigilance and promoting the tasks of opposing the 
enemy's psychological warfare and espionage warfare, maintaining political security 
and .ociel order and safety, always being ready to fight, and fighting effectively. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


YOUTH PRAISED FOR COURAGE IN PROTECTING OIL PIPELINE 
Hanoi PHU NU VIETNAM in Vietnamese 25-31 Mar 81 p 3 
[ Article by Kim Cuc Hoa: ' Nguyen Thi Minh, the Staunch Communist Youth" ] 


| Excerpt] Editor's note: In the movement to follow the examples of 
Dinh Trong Lich and Le The Bui, women everywhere, par- 
ticularly in the armed forces, have set many examples in 
the fight against passiveness and in protecting the law and 
socialist properties. Recently, in the Rear Service Gen- 
eral Department, Corporal Nguyen Thi Minh has shown an 
act of courage and the determination to protect the oil 
pipeline and to punish saboteurs and received praise from 
the public opinion. 


On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Ho Chi Minh 
Communist Youth Union (26 March) and the phase of learn- 
ing and implementing the Constitution, PHU NU VIETNAM 
offers the following biographical sketch of Nguyen Thi Minh, 
an outstanding youth union member. 


Courageously Protecting Public Properties 


Pipeline B. 79 carried gas and oil to the technical units. In the last 2 years, a 
number of bad elements often committed sabotage, dug under it and disconnected 
its joint to steal oil from it; some people who lived nearby also took advantage of 
the oil flow to steal and once caused a fire and an explosion resulting in injuries 
and death. Specifically the pipeline section that ran across District X was sabo- 
taged tens of times, causing losses of tens of thousands of liters of fuel for the 
state. 


In the predawn hours of 21 December 1980, in the fields of Village B the pipeline 
was sabotaged at 2 places sirnultaneously. The oil that flowed from the broken 
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pipe seeped into the river and darkened 4-4 sao of ricefields, In the early morn- 
ing, very many people pushed against one another to get to the oil and to scoop it 
up. Company 6 dispatched two women combatants, Nguyen Thi Minh and Corporal 
Le Thi Lan, to inspect and to resolve the matter. At the second place of sabo- 
tage, oil was still spurting. Minh rushed over, stopped the people from getting 
the oil and appealed to them: 


''Nobody can take oil from the state,'' she kept repeating. ‘'' Please stand back 
and let us do our task, "' 


Prior to that, a male combatant had made a warning and then fired three shots 
into the sir. Seeing the firm attitude of the combatants, many people stepped 
back and went away. The few junks that were there to carry oil also moved away, 
But a few bad people still swarmed over to scoop up the oil. They cursed and in- 
sulted the women combatants. Nguyen Thi Minh snatched cans and containers 
from their hands, poured the oil down and threw them away, while at the same 
time trying to build the ricefield embankment. A fierce youth threw the content 
of a large can at Minh, hitting both her and Lan and soaking their clothes with 
oil; another man plunged forward and tried to snatch the gun from Minh's hand. 
She stepped back and fired one shot into the air. Right at that moment, other men 
joined the fight and used bamboo poles, chains and containers to beat her; they 
threw mud and oil at her. The fierce man in the forward position jumped over 
and tried to strangle her. In the face of a dangerous situation, the woman com- 
batant was forced to use the right of self-defense. Two shots rang out and the 
hoodlum fell, less than 2 meters from the oil hole. 


The dead man was Doan Van Lay, 26, of Hamlet H.L., one of the gang leaders in 
many cases of sabotage and looting. He had had a bad criminal record. He had 
been paroled after a few years in prison where he had proved ''good reform." 
Back in his locality, he had again resorted to acts of disturbing the peace and 
stealing. Many times he had received warnings from the public security organ 
and local administration. At the time Lay was punished, a number of his rela- 
tives (including those who were there with him to steal the oil) were chasing after 
Minh to beat her. They were Doan Van Trieu, Doan Thi Suoi, Doan Van Huy, 
Doan Van Hung, Doan Van Cuong, etc. In the following days, the local law en- 
forcement organs and the army conducted a joint investigation, found a number of 
criminals and prosecuted Tran Hung, Tran Dinh Vo, Nguyen Dang Vay, Le Huu 
Luu, Le Chat My, etc. In their homes they usually stored 300-500 liters of oil. 
Tran Hung had also built an underground tank in his room to store the oil he and 
his gang had stolen from the state. 


The Communist Youth's Character 


Senior Sergeant Nguyen Thi Minh, 21, (her original native place was Thieu Hung, 
Thieu Yen District, in Thanh Hoa Province) lives in Quang Trung Village, Luong 











Ngoc District, in Thanh Hoa Province, Her father is Nguyen Van Thien, mem- 
ber of the village party standing committee. After she had left the communist 
school, Nguyen Thi Minh voluntarily joined tne army in August 1978. As she left 
home, Mr and Mra Thien advised her to do her best to deserve being a yeuth 
union member and a new woman of the land of Lady Trieu and Le Loi, to learn 
and to avoid letting bad habits and poor behavior mar the honor of a combatant. 


After the training period, she joined Group B.7! of the gas-oil troops (Rear Ser- 
vice General Department). With good motivation, she worked very hard at work 
sites, often scoring good points and high productivity. In 1979, she received a 
letter of commendation from the Gas-Oil Department. Ever since pipeline B. 79 
began operating to supply oil for combat readiness, she has become a member of 
pletoon 2, Company 6 of Group M. 90, in charge of protecting it. In the unit some 
people were bribed by the bad elements into stealing oil and trading or selling it. 
But Minh has decided absolutely not to touch the public properties, to righteously 
fight and prevent criminal acts. Many times as she was inspecting the pipeline, 
whenever any ''trouble'' occurred, she sought every means to stop the oil leak 
and devoted herself to the job to the point of failing to eat. Early August last 
year one day she came to a broken pipe, she sent Truong Thi Thao to the office to 
report and to ask for more people to handle the problem. Alone with the broken 
pipe, she fought for hours. She used her scarf to tie around the leak, trying to 
stop it and the waste of oil. A few local youths came over and tried to talk her 
into letting them scoop up the oil, but as she declined, they threw earth at her. 
She had to cover the hole with her body, thus preventing them from getting the 
oil. That day, once again she was burned. For over a year of protecting the 
pipeline, she had to be hospitalized three times because of burns resulting from 
exposing herself too long to the oil. Under such circumstances, she always pa- 
tiently hang on to the pipeline and tried to limit the losses as much as she could. 
Once she and her companions tried to repair a broken pipe continuously for many 
hours, from 2300 hours until 1200 hours the next day, in spite of the burn to her 
feet, hunger and tired vision. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CHINESE PLOT TO WIN OVER ETHNIC MINORITY PEOPLE FOILED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 27 Feb 81 p 2 
LA Story of Vigilance column by Dang Ngan: “A Tet Visitor" | 


[Text] The second day of Tet. ‘The peach tree in the courtyard was blossoming out 
in fresh pink blossoms. Clouds white as cotton hovered over the mountain peaks. 


The family of Mr. Sung Mi Seo had just finished breakfast. His son, Sung Mi San, 
was putting on his best clothes and was preparing to celebrate Tet and visit his 
frends. Suddenly, there entered from the courtyard a young girl about 18 years 
old who was wearing a flowered blouse and a shiny black skirt embroidered with 
threads of many brilliant colors. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sung Mi Seo had not yet recognized the girl with the round face and 
smooth white complexion when she pleasantly in troduced herself, "I'm Thao Thi 
May, the daughter of Mr. Thao Chang Quay. My family used to live in this hamlet, 
but 4 years ago moved to China. Now that it's Tet, I've returned to visit you and 
our old hamlet. 


Mr. Sung Mi Seo let out an “Ah!” and then said, "Now I remember. How you've 
grown!" 


Thao Thi May went inside, collapsed her flowered parasol, took of the back-pack 
basket she was wearing, and sat beside the hearth conversing with M~. and Mrs. 
Sung Mi Seo. A moment later, Thao Thi May took out of her basket a bolt of black 
cloth and gave it to Mrs. Sung Mi Seo. To Mr. Sung Mi San, she gave a very pretty 
pan-flute made of lengths of bamboo. 


During the pleasant conversation, Thao Thi May stood up, took a photograph from a 
blouse porket, and asked Mr. Sung Mi Seo, “Do you remember the people in this 
photo?” Mr. Sung Mi Seo squinted, looked at the photo of two people, and ex- 
Claimed, "This is a photo of me and Duong taken when I went to China to treat an 
illness. That was 6 years ago. At that time I had a bad case of rheumatism and 
had to go to the district seat for an examination and treatment, but I wasn't 
cured. Some doctors introduced me to the provincial hospital. I didn't want to 
travel that far, so I went to China for treatment because it was closer. Uncle 
Duong helped me, and we had a photograph taken as a souvenir. How ‘s Duong?” 
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"Unele Duong is still in good health. He sent you this rheumatiam medicine, and 
invites you to vicit him after Tet. If you are stiJi bothered by rheumatiam you 
can enter a hospital for further treatment, Thac Thi May took five packages of 
Chinese medicine from her vasket and gave them to Mr. Sung Mi Seo. 


About an hour later, Thao Tal May persuaded sung Mi San to go with her to visit the 
neighbors. At every house sine visited, Tiao Thi May presented gifts to the old 
people and children and heaped praise o. China for being good to the H' mong 
people. 


Before returning to China, Thao Thi May asked Sung Mi Seo, “Could you tell me 
whether you can go to Chima so that I can tell Uncle Duong?” 


Sung Mi Seo thought for a moment and then said, “Since China invaded Vietnam, 
crossing the border has been very dangerous. I'm old now and it's a long, hard 
trip, so I can't go. Tell Uncle Duong that if he still remembers me he can con- 
tinue to send me medicine.” 


Three days later, Thao Thi May returned to Vietnam. This time, she asked Sung Mi 
San to go into the jungle with her to have a talk. She was playing her “come with 
me to the cornfield" card. Sung Mi San was very happy and played the tune “let's 
Meet on the Stream Bank" on the pan-flute Thao Thi May had given him a few days 

previously. The two laughed and joked, and chased each other around trees in the 


jungle. 


A moment later, Thao Thi May sat down beside Sung Mi San and said, "In China there 
is an open-air market near the border that is a lot of fun. Would you like to go 
to China to visit it?” 


"I'm very afraid,” he replied, “The Chinese soldiers might arrest me and not allow 
me to return." 


"There's nothing to be afraid of," she said. They want a lot of our people to come 
over to China so that they can profit. Uncle Duong is there too, so what is there 
to be afraid of?" 


Sune Mi Sai hesitated a moment and then appeared to agree. He said, “Let's return 
and ask for my parents’ permission. We can leave for China at noon today.” 


During the period following Tet the Chinese open-air market wasn't crowded. Most 
of the goods were old eoxds which had been bought and sold many times. The better 
goods were mostly distriouted by the stores. The merchants sold some of them, but 
at high prices. Sung Mi San didn't have enough money to buy any. Thao Thi May 
took Sung Mi San to look over all the goods in the market, then to a nearby house. 
A man about 50 years old came out to greet him. Thao Thi May called "Chief Duong” 
and introduced him to San as Uncle Duong, the person who had helped Mr. Sung Mi Seo 
treat his illness years ago, and who had just arrived there to work. 


"Chief Duong” complimented Sung Mi Sar for being handsome and agile, and said he 
Was destined for big things. He asked a lot of questions about the lives of the 
ethnic minority people, the military units, andthe security organization in the 
Vietnamese villages near the border. 
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When they parted, Duong gave Sung Mi Can a gift and aaid, “Now I'm giving you two 
meters of black clotnm and a flashlight. Next time, I'll give you much more, Re- 
member to encourage many people to come to this market. If you bring “buffalo eye" 
plants and anise roots, I'll pay a lot of moncy. 


Sung Mi San made other trip to China, each time meeting "Chief Duong" San also 
provided him some information and began to gain his confidence. On one occasion 
Duong gave San two Chinese-made thermos bottles and a bolt of black cloth, and 
instructed him to take them to sell at the "P" market in order to observe the 
Situation in that area. On another occasion, Duong gave San a sheaf of leaflets, 
which he told him to scatter them in populated areas, and a emall bottle of acid. 
He also told him to become acquainted with the border defense detachments and put 
the acid in their gun barrels. 


However Sung Mi san, Like all other patriotic Vietnamese, could not be bribed and 
used by Chinese reactionaries using girls, goods, and old relationships. At the 
very beginning Sung Mi San had informed the border defense post that Thao Thi May 
had crossed the border on the second day of Tet. Thus everything Sung Mi San said 
and did was carefully prepared and guided by our border defense reconnaissance 
personnel. 
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MILITARY APPATRS AND PUBLIC SROURITY 


SON LA ETHNIC MINORITY PROPLE SAID TO ASSIST STATE 
Hanoi QUAN DOT NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 27 Feb 81 p 2 


rticle by Thanh Lang: “In the Movement for all the People to Maintain the 
ty of the land: The Son la Ethnic Minority Peoples are Always a Strong 
Solidarity Bloc” 


[Text] During the past several decades, in the enterprise of building socialicn 
and maintaining the security of the homeland, the party organigations, governmertal 
administrations, and mass associations of Son la Province have been continually 
strengthened and consolidated. The leadership of the party and the local govern- 
mental administration have enabled the revolutionary consciousness of the people to 
be continually maised, and their material lives and morale to be continually in- 
proved. The ethnic minority peoples in Son la Province are always highly vigilant 
in order to uncover ani struggle to reform the political and criminals, punish the 
spies and reactionaries, and smash the surreptitious acts of the counterrevolution- 
aries in the locality. 


In the border area, the minority ethnic group people encourage their children to, 
alone with the armed forces, form patrol and guard teams and combat strongpoints to 
maintain security, and practice the procedures to guard against and fight spies and 
commanders. The people of the villages of Phieng Phan, Sop Cop, Xuan Nha, Chieng 
Tuong, etc., are highly vigilant and have uncovered dozens of instances infilitra- 
tions of reactiomry groups from abroad, and have prevented many counterrevolution- 
aries from fleeirg. Our people have many times uncovered instances of the Beijing 
reactionaries ailying with bad elements in the border area, anid have helped the 
public security and regular army forces capture then, thus maintaining political 
security and social order and safety in the borier area. The ethnic minority 
people of Jon la have provided more than 3,000 bits of information about the activ- 
ities of the Chin se reactionaries and the counterrevolutiomries in the locali- 
ties, which have twelped the public security forces and the local governmental 
administration to iocate spies and reactionary lackeys of China, reactionaries 
among the Chinese living in our country, and other counterrevolutionaries who 
spring up to schene and disturb order and security. 


The ethnic minority peoples of Son la -- young and old, mile and femle -- are 
always a solid solidarity bloc in the movement to defend the security of the 
homeland. A vigilant iifestyle is customary on the part of everyone. When, while 
working, they see a strange footprints on their manioc or corn fields, strange 
objects, or strangers in the jungle, the people inform the local public security 
forces so that they can check things out. 
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The old mn Sua Sao Ly, from Lam Village; Ben Duy Dien, from Phong Loi Village in 
Thuan Chau District; and Mrs. Luong Hi Huom, from Phien Ban Village in Bac Yen Dis- 
trict often observed political criminals engaged in counterrevolutionary activi- 
ties, so they came up with a seheme and helped the looal public security forces and 
militia capture them. Dao Duy Tam, from the town of Thao Nguyen in Moo Chau Dis- 
trict, discovered two counterrevolutiomeies who had escaped from a reeducation 
Camp, Cleverly detained them, and informed the public seourity forces. Quang Van 
Chau, 14 years old, from Phieng Dong Village, saw a stranger enter the village and 
patiently kept him under observation. Noting his suspicious behavior, Chau clever- 
ly introduced himself, took the stra:cer home, cooked a meal for him, spread out a4 
sleeping mat for him, and secretly informed the public seourity police so that they 
could arrest him. 


In the movement to defend the seourity of the homeland, the people of Son la Pro- 
vinee are always concerned with creating solidarity among the ethnic minority 
groups, who share with one another in difficult times. ir the lowland areas the 
ethnic minority peoples live intermingled with one another, and in the places where 
there are Vietnamere who have come to build new economic sones no distinctions are 
made in relationships among the ethnic groups. Everyone is equal and love one 
another as brothers who share the same homeland. That united strength of the 
ethnic peoples in Jon la has smashed the enemy's psychological warfare and their 
plots to divide the ethnic groups. The people in the hamlets and villages -- Tay 
and Meo as well as Dao, Vietnamese, Puoc, and Xa -- meet together in the same house 
and come up with ways to counter the enemy's psycholigical warfare and implemented 
the action slogan “unite closely and do not believe eneny propaganda.” When they 
enoounter leaflets or psywar gifts of the Chinese reactionaries, many people quick- 
ly inform the local governmental administration and public security forces so that 
they can collect and destroy them, and close off the area to pursue and arrest 
those who spread false rumors. When such people are captured our people inform one 
another and recommend that the local government struggle against them. Each time 
that happens, hundreds of ethnic minority people living in the village light their 
lamps and torches and go to the village headquarters to participate in meetings 
held to expose the reactionaries. The old mn Lau Nhia Cua from Long He village 
in Thuan Chau District, Tran Van He from Nam Ca Nang Village in Quynh Nhai District, 
Toarg Van Thai from the Muong la state forest, and la Thi Chung, 13 years old, fron 
Chieng On Village, heard bad people siandering the party and government and attent- 
ing to divide the ethnic minority people, so they resolutely struggled to expose 
the reactionaries and helped the government and the mass associations expose the 
enemy's insidious plots and schemes. When the Meo people in Long He Village, the 
Thai people in Tan Plong Village, and the Tay, Puoc, Xa, Dao, and Muong people in 
the villages of Chieng Tuong, Nam Man, Suoi Bau, and Longe Bo saw enemy leaflets 
they promptly closed off the area, tracked down and captured the bad elements, ani 
helped the village government and public security forces collect the enemy leaflets 
and psywar gifts. Ho Ba Tenh and Giang Nhu Phia of Song Ma District and Mrs. lu 
Thi Ca from Yen Chau District positively cooperated with the local public security 
forces to locate enemy leaflets and psywar gifts, and to rapidly collect them. The 
ethnic minority people in "hien Ban, the first village to capture U.5S.-puppet 
commandos sent to the north years ago, manifested the tradition of militant solidar- 
ity against the Chinese spies and commandos. Many counterrevolutionaries who had 
come from other places were captured by the ethnic minority people in the village. 
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The Chinese reactionaries take advantage of hooligans, thieves, and blackmrketeers 
to sabotage the economy and the lives of the people, They pretend to be public 
aceourity polloemen, troops, and state cadres in order to plunder the property and 
orope of the ethnic minority people and create superstition among the people towa:! 
the party ani the iooal government and armed forces. The ethnic minority people o! 
Jon La Province have also defeated that insidious plot of the enemy. The people 
have expused, and helped tne government to find, criminals, have struggled to 
reeducate many bad people, and have collected for the state and the people hundreds 
of tens of @fain, thousands of meters of cloth, dosens of tons of nitrogenous 
fertiliser, hundreds of water buffaloes and oxen, hundreds of kilos of opium, and 
much other property. 


The tradition of solidarity and vigilance of the ethnic minority people in Son la 
Provinoe is alwaye a great source of strength in smashing all destructive plots 
and sohemes of the enemy and in maintaining political security and social order and 
safety in the northwestern part of the homeland. 
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MLLITARY APPATRS AND PUBLIC SWCURITY 


THEFT OF WASHED-ASHORE STATE GOODS PREVENTED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAW in Vietnamese 25 Feb 81 p 3 
LArticle by Vu Man Tuong: “Protecting Bags of Goods That Have Washed Ashore" | 


{Text} “A kilo of noodles sent by the state to the peasants in areas which have 
been affected by natural disasters and have had crop failures is very precious, but 
50 tons of grain have been lost at sea. We must step up sea defense patrols and go 
all-out to protect facilities and cargo when they are swept ashore by winds.” 


The commander of Outpost 78 of the border defense troops in Thanh Hoa Province told 
his men that. Then, the cadres hurriedly discussed a plan. The post's patrols 
exposed themselves to the rain all along the stretch of coast for which the post 
wan responsible. 


When the patrol of PFC Nguyen Van Thao and Luong Van Thenh reached the area of 
Quang Cu Village in Quang Xuong District they saw the light of many flashlights 

@ istening in the rain before them. When they got closer they saw the shadows of 
four people who were hurriedly bringing bags up to the bank. Thao signalled Thanh 
to halt. 


Those tags were state goods that had washed ashore. We had to act quickly to pre- 
vent those people from taking advantage of the darkness to steal those goods and 
take them away. 


The two quickly walked up to then and sternly said, “These are state goods that ha 
have washed ashore after an accident. Everyone must carefully protect them, and no 
one can take them away. 


The people pretended not to hear and even more quickly carried the large bags away 
to hide them. Thanh shouted, “This is grain that the state sent to help people who 
were victims of natural disasters. You have no right to do this!” 


One of ther looked up and said defiantly, “These belong to no one but us. If you 
had found them out at sea, wouldn't they belong to you?” 


Thanh replied, “That is not correct. These are state goods which washed ashore 
after an accident. We are citizens and are responsible for protecting then!” 














Our aray's training task now has very basic advantages. On the basis of a correct 
political line, the grasping and creative application of the lawe of waging 
people's war in our country, and recapitulation of the rich experiences of the 
iiberation war period and especially the recent experiences of the two recent, 
victorious wars to defend the homeland, while also studying and assimilating the 
advanced experiences of the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist coun- 
tries, Our party has delineated a creative and relatively complete military line 
for the period of building and defending the socialist homeland. That line has 
Llluminated the way for the task of building the army in general and military 
training specifically. On the basis of the military line, military strategy, war- 
waging formula, and strategic slogans of war to defend the homeland, and carefully 
drafted operational plans, the General Staff has worked with the various organs to 
study and determine the basic objectives, directions, and contents, and to draft 
training program plans that are increasingly appropriate to the situation and mis- 
sions and the actual characteristics of our country and army. Those are very 
valuable bases which must be present in order to achieve high quality in training 
and assure combat and victory. 


During 2 years of carrying out the major campaign to "Develop the fine qualities 
and increase combat strength" of the people's armed forces, military training has 
undergone initial transformations aid has attained clear results. However, in 
general the transformation is still slow, and the results are not yet truly strom 
and do not yet correspond to our army's capabilities. It may be said that the 
quailty of training is still low. The figures that have been reported are still 
rather far from the actual results. There are still units which study superficial- 
ly and rapidly, and pay inadequate attention to the basic training steps and to in- 
proving quality down to the enlisted men and cadres of detachments. Recently such 
arbitrary acts as reducing the training time, watering down the contents, and 
reducing the number of troops undergoing military training, have become widespread 
and have seriously affected the training quality of many units. 


At present, in the units there are arising three contradictions which continually 
and directly affect the quality and results of military training. 


One is the contradiction between the level of the guidance and management cadres 
and the actual training at the various echelons (especially in the base-level 
units), which is etill low in comparison to the training missions, requirements, 
contents, and methods. 


Second, the contradiction between the requirement of concentrating training and the 
requirement of fulfilling the other urgent, important tasks, such as building 
defense lines and combat positions, building camps, increasing self-sufficiency 
production, improving the troops’ living conditions, etc. 


Third, the contradiction between the very great and varied needs for mterials 
and facilities to serve training and the limited capability to supply then. 


Only by developing the subjective efforts, overcoming difficulties, and entering 
deeply into specifically and effectively resolve the above-mentioned contradictions 
Can we create the essential conditions for improving the quality of troop trainin. 
But in order to overcome the difficulties and effectively resolve those contradic- 
tions, the entire arm’, especially the party committees and commanders at the 
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various echelons, must undergo a basic and very stong transformation in awareness 
of the especial'y important position and role of military training. 


The party committees must further coneentrate their leadership on the unit's combat 
training. We must completely eliminate meetings held only to issue general re wlu- 
tions which are heavily oriented toward exhortations to build morale, and reso.ute- 
ly struggle against such distorted thoughts as paying little attention to trai sing, 
conservatism, subjectiviam, being satisfied with past combat experiences, lasiness 
toward study and training, liking ostentations forms, and lacking realiam, strict- 
nees, and acouracy in evaluating training results. We must criticise and overcome 
bureaucratic, superficial, and arbitrary working methods, ill-prepared training, 
“uninspired” training, and lack of inspections and prompt correction of incorrect 
training viewpoints, consciousness, and methods. 


The resolutions of the party committees leading the training task in each period 
must emphasige the orga:nigation of command and implementation, correct the defi 
Clencies, and resolve the unite’ difficulties, and on the tasis of the unites’ prac- 
tical action programs in the major campaigns, they must organize emulation and give 
rise to a movement to study diligently, master weapons and technical facilities, 
master military science, and truly improve combat skilis. 


If the commanders do not seriously and persistently study and research to improve 
their military knowledge, but depend on or give blank checks to the organs and the 
lower echelons, and do not directly grasp the plans and truly oversee training and 
directly train the units, training cannot undergo a strong transformation and its 
quality will decline. 


Only by directly overseeing training can the commander manage the training pro- 
grams, plans, and contents, promptly correct the distortions and mistakes, and 
resolve the unit's difficulties in the training process. Only by studying and 
training to improve their knowledge and directly train the unit can the commander 
improve his command skills, firmly control the troops, maintain discipline, set a 
good example for the troops to follow, and create a strong motive foree for stron- 
ly transforming the unit's entire training apparatus. At present, due to the fact 
that there are still real difficulties, in many units the commanders must also use 
a rather large number of organ and lower-echelon cadres as instructors to teach 
many subjects. But in addition to continually raising the levels of the cadres, 
the commanders at the various echelons must do more to directly train the troops, 
and must positively implement the system of the upper echelon teaching the lower 
echelon. 


With the party committees entering deeply into leading training, and with the cor- 
rect determination of the roles and responsibilities regarding training of the conm- 
manders at the various echelons, it is certain that the units can overcome many 
difficuities and do a good job of fulfilling the military training missions that 
are delineated. 


When the party committees and the commanders are truly concerned and have specific, 
active plans, the task of raising the levels of the cadres at the various echelons 
in order to assure that training will be carried out resolutely and routinely in 
correct accoriance with the regulations, and will attain the training missions, 
contents, methods, and requirements that have been set forth. 
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Heallwing that Thao and Than), meant business, one of them ran up am changed |) 
tune, “You know, we are soldiers who only make five or six dong a month, It's 
dark, so iet's sell the grain and divide the money, 0.k.7" He took out a stack o! 
billie and said, "For the time being, hold on to this money, After the deal is mad 
we'll divide it up.” 


Thanh sal stermly, “You are stealing state goods and are also attempting to bribe 
members of the border defense forees who are fulfilling tneir duty...” 


Before Thanh could finish his sentence, two others came up from behind, intending 
to disarm the two troops, who jumped to one side struck two assilants with karate 
blows. Then they tied up the other two before they had time to react. All four of 
the hooligans, led by Ngo Minh of Quang Cu Village in Quang Auong District, had to 
accompany the two troops back to the post, 


The border defense troops and the local people carried the above-mentioned state 
grain and individual property to a dry place and protected them. 
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BCUNOMIC PLANNING, TRAVE AND FINANCE 


BASIC ISSUBS It 1981 STATE PLAN DIGCUSSED 
Hanoi TAP CHI GIANG VIEN in Vietnamese No 1, Jan-Feb 81 pp 1-8 


(Article: “A Number of Basic Issues In the 1981 State Plan That 
Must Be Understood Thoroughly" | 


[Text] The Ninth Plenum of the pesty Central Committee recentl 
adopted 1981 economic and social guidelines and tasks. The basic 
contents of the 1981 state plan that were decided on during the 
plenum include: Making the best use possible of the existing real 
capabilities, especially making full use of the laborers, arable 
land and occupations, which are the most valuable assets; promoting 
agricultural production in all regions of the country; giving much 
attention to expanding the artisan and handicrafts and the consumer 
qoods production industries; expanding foreign economic activities 
and stepping up exports and imports; continuing to satisfactorily 
carry out the resolution of the 26th Plenum of the Political Bureau 
and create strong and uniform changes on the distribution and 
circulation front; stepping up socialist transformation in southern 
Vietnam and perfecting socialist production relationships in northern 
Vietnam; promoting cultural, educational, public health, physical 
education and sports, wounded soldiers and social activities; and 
sO ON. 





The tasks in the 1981 state plan are of great importance. This is the 
start of the third five-year plan (1981-1985) . In implementing [ the 
plan], a number of points must be thoroughly understood: 


1. The tasks in the 1981 state plan must be carried out in a 
situation in wich things are more difficult ani complex than before. 
However, the planned norms represent only the minimum levels; there 
must be a Sstrucgle to fulfill and exceed the quotas put forth. On 
one hand, the requirements of the national economy do not permit us 
to accept a low rate of growth since the lives of the workers, cadres 
and laboring people are encountering many difficulties, since export 
needs are uryent and since the capital accumulation needs of the 
economy in general are very great. On the other hand, the potential 
capabilities for expanding production are very great. These 
capabilities will be manifested more and more clearly after the new 
economic policies have been promulgated. 











Thus, in making and implementing plans, we cannot be happy and 
satisfied with small targets. Instead, we must have a concept of 
striving to fulfill and exceed the quotas put forth. When making 
plans, the various echelons, sectors and production installations 
must Start from their real capabilities and the material capabilitic. 
balanced by the state and determine positive struggle targets. The 
state's capacity to provide materials is very limited and, therefore, 
the planned norms balanced with these material capabilities are only 
a part of the minimum plans; besides this part, a spirit of 
self-sufficiency must be manifested and sources of materials must 

be self-created in order to determine Supplementary struggle targets. 
Stated differently, the parts of the plans with materials balanced 
by the statecan be called the plans of the state and those parts in 
which the [places] themselves have provided materials in order to 
balance things are the parts of the plans that are fulfilled by 

| the places] themselves. Both of these parts are combined to form a 
complete conomic plan. The economic policies that have recently been 
promulgated are creating many favorable conditions for the echelons 
and sectors to manifest the latent economic capabilities so that, 
based on this, they can create the large sources of mater‘als that 
are needed in order to satisfy the economic expansion needs at a 

fast rate. 


2. The important —22 ideas mentioned above are not sub jective 
hopes. Instead, they oricinate from objective realities -- the latent 
economic capabilities for expanding production. Correctly understand- 
ine these objective realities is an extremely important matter 
because this will determine whether there are hich or low growth 
plans and whether a creative and scientific or a passive and 
pessimistic spirit is created. Stated differently, this is a key 
problem because if this is understood correctly, it will be possible 
to manifest the latent capabilities, the economy will move forward 
and production will expand. Conversely, if attention is not given 

to manifesting these capabilities, making and implementing plans 

will encounter difficulties. 


Above all, this concerns labor capabilities. Labor is the most 
important factor in creating wealth, but in reality, we have given 
little attention to this. In economics, we usually talk much about 
the waste of fuel, raw materials and so on. In general, this concerns 
a waste of materials and property, but the greatest waste of all is 
perhaps the waste of labor. Our laborers have many very valuable 
characteristics such as a spirit of the revolutionary offensive and 
of overcoming the difficulties and relatively good knowledge, 
cultural and scientific and technical standards. As compared with 

the countries with a developed economy, the forces of scientific and 
technical cadres in our country are relatively small but as compared 
with before this is a large material force that will make it possible 
for the economy to expand quickly. Although we have a large labor 
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foree, we have not given it the proper amount of attention and we 
do not have plans to use it effectively. Making full and effective 
use of the labor capabilities is a measure of the organizational 

and wanagerial capabilities of the economic management cadres, Thus, 
we must have suitable plans in order to make thorough use of these 
large production forces througn determining guidelines and using 
suitable economic, organizational and administrative measures; this 
will certainly have a great effect on production, 


Second, the arable land capabilities for expanding production in our 
country are very large. For a long time now, whenever arable land 
has been mentioned, we have usually thought about the limitations, 
that is, the — farming area is relatively small. But this is 
only in comparison with the countries that have a large area, This 
comparison does not scientifically prove that our country's economy 
must expand slowly. Along with the area that has been reclaimed, 
there is still a large area that has not been reclaimed, Even on the 
area that has been reclaimed, field utilization in general is still 
low and in many places much of the area has been left fallow. Many 
people do not fully realize that the climatic conditions are related 
to the fields. This is a very great economic potential. The concept 
of self-sufficiency of small-scale production has led to an 
erroneous estimate of the arable land potential. If there is an 
all-round economic expansion viewpoint, all the land can be used and 
used with great effectiveness. Even in the sphere of grain productia, 
a sphere that is thought to encounter many limitations, the 
capabilities for expansion are still very creat. Many areas of the 
Mekong Delta are presently lying fallow; evenif it is still not 
possible to build a water conservancy system, at least one crop of 
rice can still be grown depending on the climatic conditions. Just 
as in grain production, if rice production encounters certain 
difficulties concerning the capabilities for expanding the area or 
increasing the level of intensive cultivation because investment 
capital and technical equipment are presently limited, the expansion 
of subsidiary food crops production is virtually limitless because 
our country has many types of subsidiary food crops that are suited 
to the various types of land -- hilly land, dry soil, sandy soil, 
waterlogged land and so on. Many places are growing additional winter 
crops (in northern Vietnam) or crops of soybeans (in southern 
Vietnam) in rice fields. With such measures for increasing the 
cultivated area, the production growth rate can increase quickly. 


Third is the potential concerning the material and technical base. 

As compared with the requirements for building the material and 
technical base of socialism, the | number of] bases that have been 
built during the past years are quite insufficient but these technical 
capabilities have not been fully used and even their use in a number 
of elements is very low. If good utilization plans are made, the 
capabilities for stepping up the production of the existing material 
bases are very large. Exploiting the capacity of the existing 
material and technical bases is not simply an immediate problem that 











waS posed by the economic difficulties; rather it is a requirement 
for fulfillino the requirements of the laws of expanded reproductio: 
We must fully utilize the capacity of the existing material and 
technical bases in order to quickly recover the capital invested in 
the technical innovations. Today, the technical revolution in the 
world is proceeding at a rapid rate; if the use of technology is low 
in efficiency, the economy will suffer great damage because of 
intangible depreciation and because of the slowness in maki 
technical innovations. Thus, exploiting these latent A. . , 
is of areat practical economic importance for solving the immediate 
difficulties and, at the same time, it is a matter of very basic 
importance. 


If these three latent capabilities are closely coordinated with each 
other, a large new production strength can be created. Based on this, 
the rate of expansion of production can be stepped up and the 
economy can itself fulfill many needs concerning raw materials for 
industry and exports, work for the laborers and so on and overcome 
the imbalance in the economic plans. 


5. More and more new economic factors are appearing and pointing out 
great possibilities for economic expansion. The new policies and 
positions promulgated by the party and government under the Light 
of the resolutions of the sixth and ninth plenums of the Party 
Central Committee, the resolution concerning distribution and 
circulation of the Political Bureau and so on are manifesting a 
powerful influence in stimulating production. Recently, in many 
localities and sectors, production has “burst out” actively, the 
rate of expansion of production has begun to increase and the 
producers are engrossed in labor. In the final months of 1980, the 
rate of expansion in many industrial sectors increased faster than 
before; in agriculture, there is a@ new production spirit; in the 
sphere of circulation, the purchase of goods has made great strides 
forward; economic activities in many localities have a new 
atmosphere and so on. The Party Central Committee and the covernment 
are putting forth specific policies in order to greatly exploit the 
positions in tne resolutions mentioned above with the aim of 
stimulating a qreat and widespread expansion in production throughout 
the economy ard in all localities, 


in order to successfully satisfy the economic expansion requirements 
and exceed the quotas in the state plan, along with further 
strengthening the material and technical base, a matter of special 
importance is to greatly improve a number of economic management 
measures. 


1. Improving planning: 
The state plans must express the basic viewpoints in the party's 


economic Line. On one hand, they must adequately express the 
requirements of the economy. On the other hand, they must correctly 
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estimate the capabilities for fulfilling things; this includes not 
only the stute's capabilities for balancing materials but also the 
latent capabilities of the sectors and localities, In today's 

real situation, exploiting the latent capabilities of the sectors 
and localities, including those of the bases, has not been given 
the proper amount of attention. Tnerefore, stressing the importance 
at this is a very important problem, 


In plann » the basic problem is to establish balanced percentage 
relationships. Dut in a balanced system special attention must be 
given above ail to the important material factors -- labor, arable 
Land and the existing material and technical bases, The most positive 
quideline for action is to beqin mainly with the material conditions 
and capabilities that we have in order to create our own 

positive balance. A viewpoint that has been in existence for many 
years now must be opposed; that is the viewpoint of requiring a 
balance with coods supplied by the state, especially qoods imported 
from abroad, being dependent on modern technology and mechanized 
equipment and slighting domestic raw materials, handicraft techniques 
and crude tools. Concerning balancing the production factors, if the 
material conditions of the state and imported materials are relied 
on, the balance will be passive and negative and this will lead to 
difficulties. In order to exploit the latent capabilities with the 
aim of creatine a positive balance among the material factors, much 
attention must be given to organization and management. 


Along with improving the contents, progress must be made in 
formulating plans, or stated more correctly, the planning procedures 
at the three echelons -- the central, local and sector, or primary, 
levels -- must be carried out correctly. For a long time, the role 
of the primary level in making plans has not been given the proper 
amount of attention; when the bases have made plans, they [have 
made} only the forms, The dempcratic nature of planning has not 
really been given attention. if the spirit of self-sufficiency as 
discussed above is thoroughly understood, the plans formulated by 
the bases, sectors, and localities will have a very positive 
sianificance. 


2. Moving toward socialist business formulas and eliminating 
bureaucratic economic manacement procedures: 


With a thorough understanding of theSpirit of the resolution of the 
Sixth Plenum of the Party Central Committee, of the resolution of the 
26th Plenum of the Political Bureau and of the Political Bureau's 
resolution on organization, a strong transformation must be created 
in the economic management system, the heavily bureaucratic nature 
[uf things] must be eliminated and there must be a change to 
socialist business formulas; these are the basic quidelines in 
economic manacement in general. On one hand, attention must be given 
to the central role of the plans; on the other hand, attention must 
be civen to using economic levers, applying the economic laws 
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correctly, Closely coordinating planning with the use of market 
relationships, carrying on economic accounting seriously and 
widespreadly, aiving attention to the economic results in 
production and business and closely coordinating the three 
interests -- Lne interests of the state, of the collectives and of 
the laborers, 


“With socialist manaqement and business enterprise formulas, the 
economic organizations and production installations will manifest 
an activeness and overcome thinking that tends to demand that 
capital, materials and equipment be supplied by hicher echelons and 
by the state. in today's real conditions, the state's investment 
capabilities are very limited and, because of this, policies to 
stimulate manifesting the capabilities of the localities, the bases 
and even the people concerning providing capital and supplyi 
technical materials must be studied in order to (carry on] business 
operations, expand production or encourage making loans rather than 
requesting state budget investments. This is a real capability. If 
this is understood correctly and organized well, the results that 
will come about because of this measure will be very oreat. 


3. Makino the most effective use possible of the laborers, arable 
land and existing material and technical bases: 


AS stated above, ow latent production capabilities are very great 
and, therefore, the economic problem of great importance today is to 
greatly exploit the effects of the existing material assets. The 
Plenum of the Party Central Committee put forth the action slogan: 
"Even if the materials produced by the state are the same as or less 
than before, production must be better and more material wealth must 
be produced than before." 


Adhering to this slogan, the sectors, localities and bases have 
sought every measure possible, exploited things in a creative and 
active way, made the best use possible of things and achieved the 
highest results possible | with] the assets mentioned above, 


4. Expanding the ownership riohts of the bases concerning planning 
and the right of financial independence: 


The production installations are the places that are directly 
enaaged in producing products. Many production installations, 
especially in industry, have rather large labor and technical labor 
forces and great equipment capabilities but the results of their 
operations are relatively poor and they do not match [the capabilit- 
* Therefore, if the latent economic capabilities are to be 
manifested, this depends above all on the production installations. 
For a long time, in economic management, the role of the production 
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installations has not been qiven the proper amount of attention 

and many infle..ible requiations have hindered the operations of the 
production installations. Thus, the problem is to increase the 
independence of the production installations concerning planning and 
financial matters with the aim of creating flexible operating 
conditions for the installations so they can exploit the production 
capabilities in accord with a situation in which there is a lack of 
stability concerning raw materials, Spare parts, prices and 80 on, 
The state recently promulgated a new policy allowing industrial 
enterprise directors to check the production quidelines to see if 
Lhey are appropriate, improve production organization in order to 
increase the effectiveness of the use of the equipment and labor 
forces, make production plans based on a balance of raw materials in 
the "self-made plans” in conjunction with the state plans, take loans 
from the banks in order to expand production and make requlations 
concerning pro'‘uct sales, the distribution of products and 80 on, 


During the pilot projects, implementing the new policies has helped 
many industrial ,;roduction installations expand their operations and, 
based on this, exploit the equipment capacity, increase labor 
productivity, provide more products for society and increase the 
amount of profits contributed to the state; furthermore, there has 
been a clear improvement in the lives of the workers and civil 
servants, directly throuch waqes and indirectly through collective 
welfare services. thus, the new policies are creating a new spirit 
of productive labor. 


However, stres: ing the need to increase independence concerning 
planning and finances in order to improve the old management system 
is not in conflict with this; conversely, the production 
installations wust still strictly comply with the production tasks 
in the state plans and with the stipulations concernine product 
management and paying profits for the budget. In general, 
increaSine the rights of the production installations must 

be carried out based on the basic management requlations of the 
stale. 


5. Increasing tie inderendence of the localities: 


Along with increasine the independence of the production installations, 
the state advocates increasing the independence of the localities 
based on the unified plans and creatina conditions for the 

localities to he independent concerning plans for expand the 
economy and expanding production and business operations, including 
business activities with foreicn markets, concernino financial 
budgets and concernina organization, cadres and so on with the aim 

of oreatly exploitino the latent economic capabilities of the 
localities in order to stimulate the local economy so that it 

expands at a fast rate. 
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ly inereasing the independence of the localities, the lorent 
economle Capabilities will be exploited to a qreat deqree through 
the evtablishment of four relationships: localities and product ion 
installations, one locality and another locality, the localities 
and the Central echelon, and the localities and foreign markets, 
Wien the economic capabilicies are thoroughly exploited they will 
also be used tre most effectively. dith this formula, we will 
exploit the Strengths of each loeality and enable the economy 

of each leealilty to expand areatly; at the same time, the localities 
will supplement each other in order to cenerate uniform advances 
and, based on this, the national economy in general will expand 
constantiy. This work formula will satisfy the immediate need 

to stimulate production and it is in accord with the direction 

of tong=term eronomic expansion, which is to put the economy on 
tie path of production specialization and overcome the restrictive 
wituat ion based on the self-sufficieney of each locality and 
production installation, 


At present, in becinning to implement the new policies mentioned 
above, many localities are generating new and encouraging growth. 
in many places there are many resources and sources of labor that 
“® e not exploited before because use was limited to the needs of 
the locality and even to those of the production installation. But 
vith the establishment of the four relationships as ment ioned 
above, these material capabilities have been exploited better. For 
exanple, in Ho Chi Minh City, the labor forces encaged in 
construction were formerly very larce; if they are confined to 
satisfying the needs of the city, in today's real conditions 
they cannot be put to much use and they will become a burden on 
the city. But _f there is cooperation with the localities in the 
Mekona volta ad with the Vung Tau-Con Dao -pecial Zone in order 
to prepare rear area bases for the aas industry and so on, these 
forcos will be 4 valuable asset and the use of these forces will 
be ruch more e fective than using the laborers in the rural areas 
to encase in tre construction work of each agricultural province. 
Jjanoi and Ho C..i (ignh City are two large industrial centers with 
an excellent technical labor force, modern equipment and a creat 
production potential but these things have not been fully 
exploited. If there is cooperation with other provinces, the 
cities and the localities will benefit. 





However, emphasizine the matter of increasing the independence of 
t.e loculities and production installations does not mean that the 
centralized ani unified management of the state should be slighted. 
“\@ economic plans of the localities and production installations 
are a part of Che state plan and expansion is based on the 

general plans of the sta‘e. The economic activities of the 
localities must follow the general policies and positions of the 
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state. This matter was put forth with the aim of overcoming the 
inflexibility in economic management, in which attention was given 
only to the central and unified requirements and the need to 
strengiLhen the independence of the localities and production 
inutallations yas Ssliahtec, 


oO. Improving management in che industrial and agricultural 
enterprises (state farms and cooperatives): 


li, order to stimulate production, besides recheecking the production 
guidelines, improving preduction organization and improving 
lanning, economic accountine and so on, another problem of special 
importance is to inprove management orcanization and income 
distributions; the contracling and piece-work systems (in industry) 
or the income distribution system (in the agricultaaal cooperatives), 


which are closely related to the end production results, must be 
earried on widowpreadly. 


Thile tne product contract system has been carried on in both 
industry and agriculture, it has stimulated production very little 
and the system has not been perfected. The problem is to improve 
the contract, wage and income distribution systems by linking 
things more closely to the end production results and to 

implement the socialist system of distribution according to labor 
more fully with the aim of stimulating productive labor and the 
laborers’ concern for self-consciously expanding production. 
Starting with these objective requirements, the state has 
promulcated policies concernina improving and expanding the product 
contract, piece-work and income discribution forms in the 
industrial, aqricultural, commerce, service, communications and 
*ransportation and other sectors. This is a scientific and 
progressive economic sanacement formula. Based on these improvements, 
production responsibilities or production support and richts are 
closely related to and unified with each other, the three interests 
(slate, collective and laborer) must also be closely coordinated 
and unilied and manacement measures usine ideological education, 
encouracement using economic means and management using 
administrative forms must Le closely coordinated with each other, 


Also, using the system of contracts and income distribution based 
on end production results is a more effective means of controlling 
neaative . phenomena’ and further solidifying the new production 
relat ionuhips ° 


From the pilot projects, the now management measures have manifested 
4 creat effect; they satisfy the objective requirements of life 

and they are in accord with science. Thus, the state advocates 

© pandine the use of the new management measures and creati new 
incentives to stimulate a rapid rate of expansion in production in 
the immediate period, 











7. bromotine scientifie and teehnical activities: 


Av tie spirit o. the resolution of the Pourth Party Congress 
affirmed, the scientific and technical revolution plays a ‘ey 

role in the successful construction of the material and technical 
base of socialism. in order to suceessfully fulfill the 19861 state 
plan, the scientific and technical revolution must play an important 
role. 


Alona with building an additional number of new material and 
technical basee, one requirement that has arisen isto manifest the 
effects of the oxiating seientific and teehmical bases, At present, 
our scientific and technical bases and the cadre forces encaged in 
Lhie work ore ilarce but they have achieved few results. If there 
are measures te use them efcicientiy, they will certainly become 
an importent direct production force, 


in this spirit, in 1981, the state advocates strencthening the 
management of :cientifiec research, coordinating scientific research 
and production realities more closely, strongly encouragine 
innovations an’ inventions, improving techniques and rationalizing 
production and the research projects. With these new policies, 
ucience has been reiated to production more closely and the path 
from the laboratory to the industrial enterprise and the fields 
will be shortened, the resuits of investine in Science and 
technology will inerease and, at the same time, the intellectuais 
who are engaged in scientific and technical work will really be 
able to increase their talents and knowledge and improve their 
livine conditions, 


8, Continuing socialist transformation in southern Vietnam: 


JVuring the past years, Socialist transformation has scored notable 
achievements. in order to successfully carry out the tasks in the 
198! .tele pla. and to create new favorable conditions for the 
thir! five-year plan, socialist transformation must be carried on 
urcently. if tie revelution in production relationships is 
carried on slowly, this wil) continue to cause difficulties for 
builting the material anc technical base of socialism in ceneral 
and ‘or inpproviie the economy's present difficult situation. In 
tran... orming production relat tionships, the largest sphere still 

in existence touciy is acriculture, but we have determine’ 
O9raeanizational forms and suitable steps in order to satisfy the 
requirements 0: socialist collectivization. The main problem today 
is to resolutely implement the existing polic.ier an’ positions. 


The 1951 state plan has been implemented in a situation in which 
there are many specific difficulties, amonq which are a number of 
ma or difficulties. Jecause of this, the problem isto have now ways 
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ef thinkine thot are in aceord with reality and to have new work 
methods and re.liy economic work methods, If we continue to be 
wrapped up in ‘lw old work methods and the old ways of thinking 

and we want piodvuetion to rely on the same conditions as before, 

it will not be possible Lo make progress, More than ever before, 
the people engaced in economic Management today must respond 
quickly to the new requirements and be flexible in carrying out 
thines if they are to play an active role in stimulating production, 


The resolution of the Ninth Plemun of the Party Central Committee 
on economic and social tasks in 199! is aetually a resolution 
Lhat provides guidelines Cor new thoughts and actions with the 
aim of wanifer: ing the highest economic results possible based on 
waking thoroue! use of our latent material capabilities. Because 
of this, the resolution has removed the shackles of the old 
Maoaqement syrtem and croated new conditions for procress, 


With the initial real results that have been achieved in using the 
new eeonomic policies, we are certain that the 19681 state plan will 
bo implemented successfully. 


L1944 
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MOONONIG PLANNING, © HAD AND © LNANCE 


MARKRI ING CO-OPS TAK@ LARGER SHARE OF MARKET 
Ho Oni Minn City ¢i) Saw in Vietnamese 1) Jan U1 p 3 


{ Avtioel vy .N.C.1 “One Year's Activities of the Cooperative Commerce sector" _/ 


vex] in 1900, according to estimates, the business revenues of the marketing 
ocoperative sector in Ho Chi Minh City were 245 million dong, an 16 percent increase 
over 979, thereby leading the country. [his figure reflects the constant growth of 
the sector in prod. cing, processing, circulating and distributing goods to serve 

the people in their daily lives. Of significance in the activities of the city's 
cooperative commerce sector during the past year was the intensification of Livestock 
production, the expansion of business through the coordination of the three interests 
and the struggle against negative phenomena throughout the sector. 


Creating additional Sources of Goods 


In addition to mak ing purchases from and trading goods with the various provinces, 
particular attention was given to production activities and to livestock production. 
\he sector's more ‘nan 6O installations that produce soysauce, gruel, soy cakes, 
sait, centrifugal sugar, household implements and so forth helped the cooperatives 
take the initiative and establish a significant source of local goods. At the 

oth | recinet Cooperative, the unit that prepares salted ducks has also been hatching 
duck egys for supply to persons who raise ducks. The soysauce, gruel and products 
processed by the 15t i recinct Cooperative were traded with the provinces for 
agricultural and food products; in tne 5th Precinet, units making conical hats, 


brooms, large baskets, shopping bags and so forth were organized in order to create 
jobs ‘or cooperative menbers. 


Solluwing the exampie of tne cooperative of the 19th Subward, Binh Thanh Ward, which 
is a rather well developed livestock production unit that has two fishponds and 

a hog ‘arm tnat is always raising about 20 hogs, the majority of the cooperatives 
within the city have vegun to raise hogs in order to have reserves of pork for the 
holidays and ‘et.  .ny piaces have also established livestock feed production 
installations and ~iven priority in the supply of bran, vegetables and fuel to 


hous@heolds ‘hat raise Livestock in order to encourage them to sell pork to the 
sooperative. 


\. regards participating in the market, in addition to occupying markets, as the 
ist irecinct Cooperative nas done at the ben Thanh Market, the Binh Thanh sard 
sooperative has done at the Ja Chieu Market, the 6th Precinct Cooperative has done at 











tne pian Cay Marke. and so forth, many tood product, vegetable and fruit counters 
have een eatablinned 4a. places by whieh many people pass, During the recent 
mid-autum, .@t, together with the supply provided by state-operated commerce, there 
wae 4 abundant supply of cakes processed by cooperatives in order to stabilise 
prices on the market. he fruit purchasing station of the lat Precinet Cooperative 
coordinated with storehouse owners to supply hundreds of tons of fruit to the ijianol 
Vegetable and Fruit Corporatio:. And, by means of capital borrowed from cooperative 
members, the Cooperatives contracted with the various provinces to purchase more 
tnan 2,000 tone of rice for sale te the people at prices 20 to 25 percent below 
mALKet prices. 


bubiness activities Heo: Lented 


ase Collective commerce organizations that have tne task of purchasing goods outelide 
uve plan and cireviating and distributing them in an organised manner to serve the 
people, the cooperatives have, in their course of their work, encountered more than 
a tew diffiloulties with cash, means of transportation, competition by private 
merchants and so forth. in addition, the stipulation that all cadres and personnel 
within the sector receive the same wage has affected the productivity of units. 
Whereas a private merchant doe: ousiness solely for the purpose of satisfying his 
personal interests, a cooperative can, by purchasing many goods, turning its capital 
over quickly and limiting its expenditures and losses, supply to cooperative members 
goods that are lower in price than on the market and still earn higher profits 

for inclusion in its budget. As a result, in order to create the conditions for 
cooperatives to develop their capabilities, it is necessary to resolve the problem 
of tne living conditions of cadres and personnel well. 


in July 1900, two, new wage and bonus systems were implemented at three different 
places on @ pilot project basis: the marketing cooperative of the 9th Ward in the 
jrad Precinct, the marketing cocperative of the lst ward in the 6th Precinct and 

whe marketing cooperative of the ioth ward in tne 6th Precinct; the results have 
shown that these systems are a good way to implement the “three interests" policy 
in production and in clirovlation-distribution. Personal income is totally dependent 
upon the level of businens of the unit, consequently, every individual makes an 
effort to achieve the hignest possible efficiency in his work. The counters are 
assigned specific norms in order to accelerate their sales and there is a regular 
exchange of opinions between purchasing units and distribution units concerning 
prices and the level of saies, consequently, tney have helped the marketing committees 
to promptly adopt plans for developing sources of goods in exact accordance with 
requirements and send for processing fresh products that sell slowly and remain 

at counters after the day's business in order to reduce losses. 


lyn mid-October 1900, after } months of observing the implementation of the two 
systems of wages and bonuses, the city Cooperative Management Committee issued a 
document to the entire sector concerning which of the two systems should be 

selected and stipulating specific regulations governing cooperatives when they 
select one of these two systems. On this basis, with a profit margin of 10 percent 
of tneir purchasir,, prices, cooperatives must supply to their cooperative member 
families seven primary products in aacordance «ith ration standards at prices that 
are 10 to © percent below market prices and their business revenues from production, 
processing and livestock production or consignment purchases must equal 8 percent 








Of thelr total buslnese revenues. Aiter deducting costs, 50 percent of the remal) 
proti. ie uned to wstablich wage and allowance funds and the remaining profit ia 
turned in to the state in accordance with the regulations of the seuter, ihe 

wage and Allowance unde consist of the basic wages and bonuses, wileh are depend 
upon the labor contributed by each person and discussed by the collective. Below 
le &@ Comparison o: 4 few figures concerning the activities of the marketing cooperatiy 
of the th Ward in the ‘we Irecinet during We period of time before and after 

the implementation of the new wage and bonus system. io June 1980, the cooperative 
sold products worth 171,730 dong and contributed profits to the local budget and 
paid taxes totalling 1,790 dong. ite personnel received the stipulated wage of 

“50 done plus a 6 dong allowance and a supply of essential goods. In December 1960, 
with total sales amounting to 436,700 tons and 3,870 dong in profit contributed 

Lo tne local budget, the inoome of permonnel, in addition to thelr basic wage, also 
included a bonus of 340 dong and tne sale to each cooperative member family of 
govds worth from 109 to 172 dom per month, 


,pese cesult.. have been proven vy the flgures at the 70 cooperatives iat are 
‘.plementing the new system, of wages and bonuses and show that these modes are 
moiels to be etudied by the other provinces and cities. 


Overcoming wegative | henomena 


vince tne conference neld in Nay 1950 to launch the struggle against negative 
phenomena tnrougho .t the cooperative commerce sector, tne city Cooperative Management 
Committee has estadlished 11 inspection groups that have gone into the six inner 

city precincts and «he five districts in the outskirts of the city to guide 
cooperatives in establishing books and rectifying their shortcomings in economic 
management while harshly dealing with violations of the law. The precinct and 
district cooperatives have also organized internal inspection units. 


in inspections of 106 units, tne groups discovered loopholes within the sector that 
allow negative phenomena to develop and, at some places, have caused a serious 

joss of property ard goods. For example, in purchasing activities, some personnel 
nave sold ~oods on the outcide warcet or falsified documentation in order to raise 
the price of goods. [he management of processing contracts has not been tight, 
consequentiy, the products that are delivered are of poor quality but their production 
cos‘s are high. selatively widespread are sales personnel who are not polite, who 
distribute goods i.. any manner they see fit and who try to obtain high quality goods 
for themselves. /.«anwnile, the failure to scrupulously implement economic management 
regulations has mace it easy for misappropriation to occur and also posed obstacles 
to the effort to observe business activities, 


vorrectly evaluati', both the strengths and the shortcomings of each installation, 

tne vector has set ‘orth specific measures in order to work with the party committee 
echelon and local ,overnment to restore the business activities of weak, deficient 
cooperatives, gradually bring the financial management of installations into 

compliance with stipulated principies, intensify control work by means of many different 
forms oi organization in order to limit negative phenomena as much as possible and, 

at the same time, deal with violations of the law that occur during the year in a 
clearcut manner. 
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it can of »@id that 1960 wan the first yeas of the new change in the mode of 
vusiness eof the cooperative commerce sector, a change based on the three interests, 
Lhe Li tereste of (ne state, collective and individual, in the flelds of production 


and cireculation-diutribution, 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


ILLEGAL STREET DEALERS DISRUPT, THREATEN DOMESTIC TRADE 
Hanoi DOC LAP in Vietnamese 25 Feb 81 p 5 
| Investigative report by Ho Dien: ''Around Mo Market" ] 


[Text] It is very difficult to define accurately and fully the words "phe phay'' 
[literal translation: to fan oneself], a pair of words being commonly used and 
deeply hated by people for the last 10 years or so. However, whenever one says 
those words, one immediately thinks of a kind of people who ang around on the 
sidewalks in front of the state-operated stores (in summertime, with a fan in 
their hand and fanning themselves) and do nothing except asking passers-by if 
they ‘have anything to sell.'' They eat snacks so frequently, are oddly '' fashion- 
able'' with clothes made of expensive materials and use foul language. 


A day in their life starts in the morning with a few half-hatched duck eggs or a 
few fried meat rolls (at the cost of 2-3 times the earning of an honest worker in 
a day); later, as their stomach has some more room, they may eat a bowl of 
vermicelli and chicken, or a 5-dong bowl of ''pho'' (beef soup), and even take 
one-half of a boiled duck. In the evening, at the end of their normal" sidewalk 
activities, they all go to the theaters and do not mind paying tens of dong to buy 
a ticket. 


These dealers gather in front of almost all stores and counters, mostly the ones 
that sell foods with meat, sugar, milk, cotton and silk materials. The men are 
specialized in buying and selling reconstruction lottery tickets, movie tickets, 
train and bus tickets, clothes, bicycle parts, etc. The women dealers, nick- 
named '' sidewalk pirates, '' whenever good prospective clients come around, im- 
mediately swarm around and form lines right at the counters. They squeeze 
away from the lines all of the honest buyers. If some people object to their be- 
havior, they talk back all at once and loudly, even use profanities and insult the 
elderly people, who may be as old as their grandparents. If necessary, they of- 
fer "All right, if you want to fight, we'll fight!"' 











In 1978, @ commercial cadre in Hanoi said that according to an incomplete inves- 
tigation, the city had only 2,500 women dealers, Today the total number of such 
women dealers of various kinds must be very different, 


The dealers in the early 1970's usually bought and sold small quantities of ration 
stamps and coupons by changing hands and in small ways. 


Today, they work on a larger scale and deal in larger quantities. They have in 
their possession whole books of stamps and coupons of all kinds and are not in- 
terested in '' retailing'' any squares but rather using cut out sheets of squares to 
buy ' wholesale" at the very sources of goods! They obviously act as '' re-distrib- 
utors,''i.e., they serve as intermediaries between the stores and the consumers 
80 as to do much more business, There have been "' bands" of dealers who have 
become underground agents dealing directly with warehouse keepers or state 
store salesmen (Hanoi has captured entire nests of dealers hiding in their houses 
tens of thousands of goods purchase coupons and hundreds of calculated units of 
goods of the high-scarcity types). This does not include the nests and gangs that 
are specialized in using bogus stamps and coupons. 





We came to investigate in a small area of a radius of no more than 150 meters 
around Mo Market (in Hai Ba Trung Ward of Hanoi). 


Around Mo Market there were nearly all kinds of stores and up to 90 percent of 
them were currently lending a helping hand to the dealers’ activities. 


Specifically, ata corner of Trung Hien intersection, on the other side of the 
street from the post office, there were two kinds of dealers: about a dozen women 
specially dealing in all kinds of grain stamps (unused stamps that had been sold, 
or stamps acquired through corruption or theft); tens of other women specially 
dealing in bread, which was displayed on the sidewalk, about 10 meters from the 
stand where a policeman was directing the traffic. Bread going through the house- 
holds and families which had to eat bread was transported by '' La Dalat'' vehicles 
in baskets and gunnysacks to Trung Hien intersection. From dawn to late evening 
there was bread available and sold at prices 18 times higher than the state pur - 
chase prices! 


At the stores inside Mo Market, the crowd of dealers dozens strong clung to the 
counters all day like hungry leeches and '' re-distributed'' most of the goods avail- 
able at the counters: raw and cooked meats, fat and butter, pig's intestines, fresh 
fish, bean cakes, eggs, monosodium glutamate, spice powder, shrimp paste, 

fish sauce, soy sauce and even salt. They got hold of the goods quite easily. An 
example: cadres, workers and civil servants of organs and enterprises were al- 
lowed to buy at Mo Market frozen sea fish weighing each less than 100 grams, but 
the dealers were able to get very large frozen fish, with the heads alone weighing 
2-4 kilograms. They cut each fish into many slices and sold them at prices 
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5-6 times higher than the purchase prices with stamps and coupons, Although the 
July 1980 standard for buying eggs was extended, 5-6 months later nobody was 
able to buy eggs, but the dealers still offered basketfule of chicken eggs already 
boiled and sold them to those who would want to eat right there, right in front of 

a row of food counters. Many people who had coupons for buying bean cakes in 
October and November were «still unable to buy any in mid-December. The rea- 
son was that the dealers had | registered’ to buy bean cakes whenever the new 
shipment arrived on a first-priority basis, Each dealer carried a basket contain- 
ing 4-5 kilograms of bean cakes, which | they'' had selected among the largest 
and best pieces for him, 


The food dealers sit there, in front of state store salesmen, to sell their foods 
freely and openly. As soon as an item was sold out, they would get another item 
to sell, Whenever a truck carrying goods arrived, tens of them rushed over and 
competed for spaces in front of the stores. They loudly hawked: ''Wh. have fish 
coupons, shrimp paste coupons | and coupons 2?'' They quarreled with one an- 
other, fought and loudly insulted one another. They were able to buy goods with 
coupon squares already cut out, but those honest buyers who accidentally detached 
a coupon square could not make the state store salesmen understand, no matter 
how hard they tried to explain. 


Everyday inside Mo Market a few dozens of those women dealers still took turns 
'' re-distributing'' many items obtained from the two stores selling vegetables and 
fruits and foods. Some tens of steps away was the work place of more than 200 
cadres and the staffs of a police station, a market management board and a few 
adjacent state stores. In spite of such a large force those few dozens of women 
dealers were still carrying on their activities! 


Within the distance of over 100 meters as the crow flies was the Mai Huong oil 
counter. That tiny counter had about 10 women energy dealers working on a per- 
manent basis nearby. When the counter had run out of oil, those dealers still 
had plenty of oil; whoever wanted to buy a few cans of oil of the 20-liter size 
would need only to wait a little bit and to be willing to pay 6-7 times, sometimes 
even 10 times, the official prices. 


In front of Mo Market a few general stores and stores selling cotton and silk ma- 
terials, ready-made clothes and pharmaceutical products were successively 
opened. There were just « ‘ew women dealers here, but they dealt in all kinds of 
goods that the state stores would require '' standing in line" to get. Most regular- 
ly they dealt in sugar, milk, soap, cotton and silk materials stamps and coupons, 
etc. On new year holidays they dealt in moon cakes, preserved fruits, candies, 
liquor, tea, cigarettes, monosodium glutamate, etc. Perhaps that was the rea- 
son why more than 10 privately-operated general stores located one next to the 
other always displayed all kinds of goods produced by the state. 
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At the present time, Mo Market must have a few hundreds of people whose occu- 
pation is buying and selling, including about 100 women dealers, and an intricate 
centipede-like network of connection for their acquiring and selling goods, 


The activities of those dealers are now a news topic that arouses concern, Obvi- 
ously they are disrupting the market and causing additional difficulties for the 
living of all families. Many families having coupons to buy the necessary items 
cannot compete with dealers and finally have to sell their coupons and buy such 
items from thein at exorbitant prices. 


The activities of those dealers not only monopolize the market but also disturb 
public order and security, undermine the civilized way of living and lead to many 
fights and wrongdoings. 


The activities of those dealers also spoil a number of cadres and state store 
salesmen who lend a helping hand to the dishonest operators by secretly supplying 
goods, reusing stamps and coupons, accepting bribes, etc. 


The opinion of society demands and is ready to support an effort to get rid of them. 
The responsible organs, such as the public security force, the organs in charge of 
market management; the subward administrative cadres; the committees in charge 
of stores; guidance 79 committees at the basic level and workers’ control units of 
different wards, in cooperation with the public and customers, need only to sweep 
them in successive phases from a number of stores to the market sidewalks... 
and thus sooner or later succeed in cleaning up this trash that is the dealers and 
those who help them to engage in illegal deals! 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 


COLUMN DEMANDS PUTTING AN END TO UNSCHEDULED TRAIN STOPS 
Hanoi GIAO THONG VAN TAI in Vietnamese 28 Feb 81 p 5 


[Wrong Way column by Cuoc Chim: '' Stopping the Train at Somebody's Discre- 
tion !"' | 


[Text] Of the transportation systems the railroad sector is considered most per- 
fect in terms of regulations, standards and rules. Only a minor mistake ora 
lack of responsible conduct by bypassing some standards and rules can lead to 
dangerous accidents. That was proved by many cases of wrongly operating 
switches, derailment or collision in recent years. At the present time, a phe- 
nomenon is taking place quite frequently and dangerously among the local trains 
in the southern provinces. That is stopping the train at somebody's discretion. 
This phenomenon has often occurred in the areas of Muong Man, Ma Lam, Song 
Dinh, Suoi Kiet, Bao Chanh, Long Khanh, Binh Trieu, etc. Buses, which area 
more popular means of transportation, still adhere to regulations about stopping 
at the specified stops. And yet our trains stop suddenly at any place at the dis- 
cretion of conductors, trainmasters, train attendants and even passengers. The 
simple reason for stopping the trains is at such stops it is necessary to load or 
unload goods to be bought, sold or exchanged for some profit. For instance, at 
20:05 hours on 20 December 1980 train No 183 suddenly stopped outside of Ma 
Lam station after having traveled for about 3 kilometers. As something had been 
arranged beforehand, eight strong youths carried aboard three cages full of hogs 
and placed them inside a baggage train next to the locomotive. If such cases 
were checked into and questions were asked, both conductors and trainmasters 
would say, ''We don't know. The passengers applied the brakes and stopped the 
train!'' Such irresponsible answers seemed to be allowed to pass and the truth 
was never sought all the way to the end in any of such cases. 


Passengers were annoyed and resented such unscheduled stops! Is it true that 


the comrades in charge at Railroad District 3 did not feel ''scared'' in any way as 
they let that phenomenon take place everyday? 
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